YOUR GENEROSITY WILL
HELP SAVE FAMILY FARMS
We welcome your tax-deductible contribution
to this publicly supported, nonprofit
organization. Your support will help us cultivate
an appreciation for seasonality in local cuisine
and for responsible stewardship of the land.

“Thank you to all who were involved in making the
Frontera Farmer Foundation a reality. The grant we
received gave us the assistance and encouragement
to proceed with new opportunities on our family farm.
Now hundreds of our customers can enjoy our
harvests of fresh lettuce and salad greens.”
- Rink DaVee & Jenny Bonde, Shooting Star Farm

“The capital improvement grant from Frontera Farmer
Foundation was a blessing for our farm. The timing
couldn’t have been better. I was so moved by this
generosity that I drove the 270 miles from our farm
to Frontera to personally meet and thank the folks
who provided this to us. I found hard-working folks,
dedicated to quality, safe and sustainable food, very
much like myself.
- Farmer Mike Hansen, Gifts from the Good Earth

Frontera Farmer Foundation
445 North Clark Street
Chicago, Illinois 60610
312.661.1434
Email us at farmerfoundation@FronteraGrill.net
or visit us on the web at fronterakitchens.com

Green City Market
An organization devoted to supporting small
family farms and promoting a healthier society
through education and appreciation for local,
fresh, sustainably-raised produce and products.
847.835.2240
www.chicagogreencitymarket.org

“Great food, like all
art, enhances and
reﬂects a community’s
vitality, growth and
solidarity. Yet history
bears witness that
great cuisines spring
only from healthy
local agriculture.”
— Rick Bayless, Proprietor of
Frontera Grill and Topolobampo

“The heart of our restaurants, Frontera
Grill and Topolobampo, is our partnership
with local farmers. Their craftsmanship
and their prosperity are reﬂected in
every meal we serve.”
— Deann Bayless, Proprietor of Frontera Grill and Topolobampo

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION
The Frontera Farmer Foundation is a nonprofit
organization committed to promoting small,
sustainable farms serving the Chicago area by providing
them with capital development grants. The Foundation
envisions a year-round interchange between
sustainable farmers and consumers, including farmers’
market patrons and chefs, in which seasonal local
agriculture provides the foundation for sustainable
regional cuisine.
The Frontera Farmer Foundation was established in 2003
to attract support for small Midwestern farms. Rick and
Deann Bayless, founders of Frontera Grill and Topolobampo, along with the restaurants’ staff, created the
Foundation out of their concern for struggling farmers
and the importance of local produce to the vitality of
Chicago’s culinary culture. Small local farms promote
biodiversity by planting a wide range of produce, are
more likely to operate using organic practices, and
add immeasurably to the fabric of their communities.
By their artisanal approach to agriculture, these farmers
insure the highest quality of food.
Nonprofit organizations devoted to the growth
of sustainable farming are becoming more prevalent
and necessary due to the increasing dominance of large
corporations in the agricultural sector. Without small
sustainable farmers, great local cuisine is unreachable.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT GRANTS
Frontera Farmer Foundation
Grant Distribution

2004
2005

$73,820
$62,100

SUPPORT LOCAL
ORGANIC FARMING
The nation is losing some of
its best farmland. Nearly four million
acres of irrigated land are lost each year because
fertilizers and pesticides used in conventional
agriculture choke irrigated soils with salt, costing
some $11 billion in reduced productivity annually.
In Illinois, we lost 160,900 acres during 1992-1997—
a 137% increase in the rate of loss over the previous
ﬁve year period.
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Organic food contains fewer
residues of pesticides than
conventional agriculture.
In addition to contributing to contaminated drinking
water sources and wildlife extinction, pesticide
exposure is harmful to humans; farm workers suffer
between 10-20,000 illnesses annually due to pesticide
exposure, and women with breast cancer are ﬁve
to nine times more likely to have pesticide residues
in their blood.
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Well-managed farmland
shelters wildlife and supplies
scenic open space. It also helps ﬁlter
impurities from our air and water. These working
lands keep our taxes down and maintain our
agricultural heritage.
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